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Biden to reinstate COVID-19 
travel rules, add South Africa

WASHINGTON DC: Presi-
dent Joe Biden on Monday will 
formally reinstate COVID-19 
travel restrictions on non-US 
travelers from Brazil, Ireland, 
the United Kingdom and 26 
other European countries that 
allow travel across open bor-
ders, according to two White 
House officials.

The officials, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity 
to discuss the order, also con-
firmed Sunday that South Africa 
would be added to the restricted 
list because of concerns about 
a variant of the virus that has 
spread beyond that nation.

Biden is reversing an order 
from President Donald Trump 
in his final days in office that 
called for the relaxation of the 
travel restrictions as of Tuesday.

The decision to reverse the 
order is not surprising, but the 
addition of South Africa to the 
restricted travel list highlights 
the new administration's con-
cern about mutations in the 
virus. The South Africa vari-
ant has not been discovered in 
the United States, but another 
variant originating in the United 
Kingdom has been detected in 
several states. Reuters was first 
to report Biden's decision to add 
South Africa to the list.

Biden last week issued an 
executive order directing fed-
eral agencies to require interna-
tional air travelers to quarantine 
upon US arrival. The order also 
requires that all US-bound 
passengers ages 2 and above 
get negative COVID-19 test 

results within three days before 
traveling. 

Meanwhile, Biden will sign 
a series of executive orders on 
Monday to promote “Made 
in America” products and 
strengthen supply chains, senior 
officials said, asserting that the 
new administration remains 
committed to working with 
partners and allies to moder-
nise international trade rules.

Prominent among the exec-
utive orders include a strict 
enforcement of procuring prod-
ucts made inside the country by 
federal agencies. 

This is very significant given 
that contracting alone accounts 
for nearly USD 600 billion in 
federal spending. � AGENCIES

US Prez to sign executive orders to promote 'Made in America' products Biden, Macron 
vow to strengthen 
US-France ties in 
first phone call

WASHINGTON DC: Joe Biden 
sought to mend and bolster US' 
strained ties with France in his 
first phone call as American 
President to his French coun-
terpart Emmanuel Macron, as 
the two leaders pledged to work 
together on shared foreign pol-
icy priorities, including China, 
and fight the COVID-19 pan-
demic and climate change.

Biden called Macron on 
Sunday and expressed his desire 
to strengthen bilateral ties. He 
also stressed his commitment 
to bolstering the transatlantic 
relationship, including through 
NATO and the United States' 
partnership with the Euro-
pean Union, the White House  
said.

"The leaders agreed on the 
need for close coordination, 
including through multilat-
eral organisations, in tackling 
common challenges such as cli-
mate change, COVID-19 and 
the global economic recovery, 
it said in a statement.

Biden and Macron also 
agreed to work together on 
shared foreign policy priorities, 
including China, the Middle 
East, Russia, and West Africa's 
Sahel region, it said. 

This was Biden's fourth 
phone call with a foreign leader 
after being sworn in as the US 
President on January 20. �AGENCIES

EU weighs response to Navalny 
arrest, protest crackdown

BRUSSELS: European Union 
foreign ministers on Monday 
debated the 27-nation bloc's 
response to the arrest of Rus-
sian opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny and a weekend police 
crackdown that saw thousands 
taken into custody during pro-
tests in support of President 
Vladimir Putin's most well-
known critic.

This wave of detention is 
something that worries us a 
lot, as well as the detention of 
Mr Navalny, EU foreign policy 
chief Josep Borrell said as he 
arrived to chair the ministerial 
meeting in Brussels. More than 
3,500 people were reportedly 
taken into custody during the 
nationwide protests.

German Foreign Minister 
Heiko Maas said that under the 
Russian constitution, every-
one in Russia has the right to 
express their opinion and to 
demonstrate. That must be 
possible.

The principles of the rule 
of law must apply there, too 
Russia has always committed 
itself to that.

He and other ministers 
called for the immediate release 
of the protesters.

Navalny was arrested earlier 
this month when he returned 
to Moscow after spending 
months in Germany recover-

ing from an attack in Russia 
with what experts have said was 
the nerve agent Novichok.

In October, the EU imposed 
sanctions on six Russian offi-
cials and a state research insti-
tute over Navalny's poisoning, 
but there is little appetite to take 
new measures immediately.

Borrell, the EU's top diplo-
mat, is also planning a trip to 
Moscow and it's unclear what 
impact events will have on that 
visit.

On Sunday, French Foreign 
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian 
expressed concern about what 
he called Russia's authoritar-
ian drift.

He told France-Inter radio 
that all light must be shed on 
Navalny's poisoning.

This was an assassination 

attempt, Le Drian said.
The protests attracted 

thousands of people in major 
Russian cities, including an 
estimated 15,000 in Moscow.

As they unfolded, the US 
embassy spokeswoman in the 
city, Rebecca Ross, said on 
Twitter that the United States 
supports the right of all people 
to peaceful protest, freedom of 
expression.

Steps being taken by Rus-
sian authorities are suppressing 
those rights.

The embassy also tweeted 
a State Department statement 
calling for Navalny's release.

Putin's spokesman said the 
statements interfered in the 
country's domestic affairs and 
encouraged Russians to break 
the law. � AGENCIES

President Joe Biden waves as he departs after attending Mass at Holy Trinity Catholic Church, in the 
Georgetown neighborhood of Washington DC � PTI

Biden overturns ban on transgender 
people serving in the US military
WASHINGTON DC: President Joe Biden on Monday 
overturned a controversial ban by his predecessor 
on transgender individuals serving in the US military, 
a move that fulfills a campaign promise and will be 
cheered by LGBTQ advocates, Reuters reported. 
“President Biden believes that gender identity should 
not be a bar to military service, and that America’s 
strength is found in its diversity,” the White House said 
in a statement. “Allowing all qualified Americans to 
serve their country in uniform is better for the military 
and better for the country because an inclusive force 
is a more effective force. Simply put, it’s the right thing 
to do and is in our national interest,” it said. � AGENCIES

10 dead, one still missing 
in China's gold mine blast

BEIJING/JINAN: China's res-
cue workers searching for the 
miners trapped underground 
for two weeks after a blast at a 
gold mine in Shandong province 
have found 10 bodies, officials 
said on Monday.

On Sunday, 11 miners who 
were trapped underground for 
two weeks were rescued. One 
trapped miner is still missing 
and search efforts for him are 
underway.

Twenty-two miners were 
trapped underground in the 
partially built gold mine in the 
city of Qixia, since the explosion 
blocked their exit on January 10.

Eleven miners were rescued 
on Sunday after being trapped 
for two weeks. After bringing 
back 11 miners, rescuers went 
down into the goldmine and saw 
the bodies of 10 miners.

Rescuers have retrieved 10 
bodies of miners trapped under-
ground due to the blast in the 
gold mine, state-run Xinhua 
news agency reported, citing 

officials in Jinan, capital of Shan-
dong province.

All have lost signs of life, 
chief on-site rescue expert Du 
Bingjian told the state-run 
Global Times.

Judging by the bodies, some 
of the miners starved to death, 
and some died from injuries 
from the explosion, Du said.

One trapped miner is still 
missing and search efforts are 
underway. Previously, clearance 
work had encountered great dif-
ficulties, but on Sunday morn-
ing, a huge obstacle blocking 
the well suddenly fell to the bot-
tom of the shaft, allowing rescue 
work to take a big step forward, 
after which the rescuers brought 
up 11 miners.

As the obstacles were 
cleared, rescuers were allowed 
to go down into the goldmine 
to the Sixth Central Section, 
where it was believed the other 
miners were located. The body 
of one miner was found in the 
sixth Central Section. � AGENCIES

Pandemic far from over, but winter 
cannot stop arrival of spring: Xi Jinping

NEW DELHI/DAVOS: Call-
ing for greater international 
cooperation, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping on Monday 
said the pandemic is far from 
over despite initial progress 
made by the world in fighting 
COVID-19, but asserted that 
"winter cannot stop the arrival 
of spring".

In a special address at the 
World Economic Forum's 
online Davos Agenda Sum-
mit, Jinping also said the pan-
demic should not be an excuse 
for reversing gains from glo-
balisation and promised fur-
ther opening up of the Chinese 

economy. "Guided by science, 
reason and humanitarian spirit, 
the world has achieved initial 
progress in fighting COVID-
19," the president said.

"That said, the pandemic is 
far from over... But, winter can-
not stop the arrival of spring, 
and darkness can never shroud 
the light of dawn," he said.

He further said there is a 
need to balance COVID-19 
responses with economic devel-
opment. "We need to shift the 
driving forces and growth mod-
els of the global economy and 
improve its structure," he said.

He also called for abandon-

ing "ideological prejudice" in 
order to jointly follow a path 
of peaceful coexistence, mutual 
benefit, and win-win coopera-
tion. "Difference in itself is no 
cause for alarm. What does 
ring the alarm is arrogance, 
prejudice and hatred," he said.

President Xi said containing 
Coronavirus is the most impor-
tant task before the world, and 
also whatever it takes, all must 
work together towards reviving 
the global economy.

He called for scaling up 
global cooperation, including 
for vaccine distribution in all 
countries. � AGENCIES

Five militants killed in Pak
PESHAWAR: Five militants, 
including two key command-
ers of the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan, were killed in 
secret operations by Pakistani 
security forces in the country's 
restive northwest.

The operations were con-
ducted in Mir Ali and Khaisur 
area of North Waziristan tribal 
district bordering Afghanistan, 
Pakistan Army's media wing, 

the Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions, said in a statement.

The two terrorist com-
manders killed during the raids 
were identified as Syed Raheem 
alias Abid of TTP (AKK group) 
and Saifullah Noor of TTP 
(Gohar group).

According to the ISPR, 
Abid was wanted in 17 ter-
rorism acts against security  
forces. � AGENCIES

Aus okays Pfizer 
vax, inoculations 

in February
SYDNEY: Australia's medical 
regulator has approved use of its 
first Coronavirus vaccine, pav-
ing the way for inoculations to 
begin next month. The Thera-
peutic Goods Administration 
on Monday gave provisional 
approval for people aged 16 and 
over to use the vaccine devel-
oped by Pfizer and BioNTech.

Residents and workers at 
aged-care facilities, frontline 
healthcare workers and quar-
antine workers are among the 
groups being prioritised for the 
first doses. Australian Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison wel-
comed the development. He 
said Australia was among the 
first countries to complete a 
comprehensive process to for-
mally approve a vaccine rather 
than just grant an emergency 
approval. Australia has an agree-
ment for 10 million doses of the 
two-dose Pfizer vaccine and an 
option to buy more if supplies 
allow. � AGENCIES

Moderna says its Covid vaccine effective 
against UK, South Africa variants

WASHINGTON DC: US 
biotechnology firm Moderna 
on Monday said lab studies 
showed its COVID-19 vac-

cine would remain protective 
against variants of the Coro-
navirus first identified in the 
United Kingdom and South 
Africa.

But out of caution, the 
company will test adding a 
second booster of its vaccine 
-- to make three shots in total 
-- and has begun preclinical 

studies on a booster specif-
ically for the South African 
variant.

"We are encouraged by 
these new data, which rein-
force our confidence that the 
Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine 
should be protective against 
these newly detected vari-
ants," said Stephane Bancel, 

Moderna's CEO.
"Out of an abundance 

of caution and leveraging 
the flexibility of our mRNA 
platform, we are advancing 
an emerging variant booster 
candidate against the variant 
first identified in the Repub-
lic of South Africa into the  
clinic." � AGENCIES


